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Welcome to the second edition of PRIMARY MATTERS - a quarterly update from the ACARA Primary
Curriculum team. We hope this newsletter will explain more about ACARA’s efforts to add value to the
assistance we provide to primary schools across Australia.

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM WEBSITE: What's new?

The trial beta website is available and can be accessed from the home page of the current Australian
Curriculum website. Ensure you search from your browser and not a previously tagged favourite in order to
access version 6 of the Australian Curriculum. The new site offers more flexibility for primary teachers
when planning and programming. Teachers will be able to select different views and filter the content to
suit their individual requirements. One example of filtering and viewing would be to display three selected
year levels (to assist when programming for multiage classes) as shown below:
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Feundation Year Achievement
Standard

ot {listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of the Foundation year, students
use predicting and questioning strategies to
make meaning from texts. They recall one or
two events from texts with familiar topics.
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Year 1 Achievement Standard
Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of Year 1, students understand
the different purposes of texts. They make
connections to personal experience when
explaining characters and main events in
short texts. They identify the language
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Year 2 Achievement Standard
Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)
By the end of Year 2, students understand
how similar texts share characteristics by
features usedto describe ch arac‘lers
seftings and events.

Year Levels ~ They understand that there are different features, images and vocabulary used to " z
I They read texts that contain varied sentence
Select all types of texts and that these can havvj similar  describe characters and events. struclures, some unfamiliar vocabulary, a
Foundation Year E:aw;aef:rl‘::‘zsa:ST:;T;'&E:QI”::SE::WE Students read aloud, with developing fluency  significant number of high frequency sight
[ Year 1 [ Years and intenation, short texts with some words and images that provide additional
They read short, predictable texts with unfamiliar vocabulary, simple and information. They manitor meaning and
Year2 Year7 fam\l\.ar\;;cabu\ary and supportive images, compound sentences and supportive self-correct using context, prior knowledge,
[ Year 3 [¥] Year 8 drawing on their developing knowledge of images. When reading, they use knowledge punctuation, Iangué.ag and phonic
7] Year 4 [7] Year 9 concepts about print and sound and letters of sounds and letters, high frequency words,  knowledge. They identify literal and implied
[ Vear 5 7 Year 10 They identify the letters of the English s.ente.nce b.oundary punctuation and meaning, main ideas a|.1d supporting detail
alphabet and use the sounds represented directionality to make meaning. They recall Students make connections between texts
by most letters. They listen to and use key ideas and recognise literal and implied by comparing content. They listen for
Strands -~ appropriate language features to respond to meaning in texts. They listen to others when particular purposes. They listen for and
[ Select all othersina fam‘i‘\‘i‘;r enwruﬂmem They listen taking partin conversat‘mng‘“uslng manipulate sound cnmmn‘g{ions and
[ Language for rhyme, letter... appropriate language features. They rhythmic sound patterns
Literature Read full description » Read full description » Productive..
Literacy Foundation Year Work Year 1 Work Sample Portfolios Read full description
Portfolios Year 2 Work Sample Portfolios
General capabilities . £ Year 1 English Portfolio - Satisfactory
[ selectall Foundation Year English Portfolio - (pdf) = Year 2 English Portfolio - Satisfactory
[1& Literacy Satisfactory (pdf) Year 1 English Portfolio - Above (pah
Foundation Year English Portfolio - Satisfactory (pdf)y Year 2 English Portfolio - Above
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Primary Curriculum team members are happy to discuss these projects. Contact them directly by email:

Laraine Lucas, Primary Curriculum Lead: |
Jenny Avvenevole, Senior Project Officer, Early Childhood and Primary: jenny.avvenevole@acara.edu.au

araine.lucas@acara.edu.au
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NEW STUDENT WORK SAMPLES
ACARA has updated the work sample portfolios.

Work sample portfolios are a resource to support teachers in planning and implementation of the
Australian Curriculum. The set of portfolios assists teachers to make on-balance judgements about the
quality of their students’ achievement. The work samples have been collected from schools in each state
and territory for English, mathematics, science and history. There are 132 portfolios with 1039 pieces of
student work. You can find on the Australian Curriculum website below the achievement standards.

This year we are collecting student work samples to compliment the current geography portfolios and to
establish portfolios for civics and citizenship, economics and business, the arts, technology, health and
physical education. These will be available in early 2015.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PRACTICE: managing the primary curriculum

We are well under way with our work to provide schools with short vignettes showcasing ways various
primary school leaders are approaching the management of the Australian Curriculum. ACARA officers have
visited ten schools and whilst we are yet to complete publishing materials around the vignettes they will be
available on ACARA YouTube site (www.youtube.com/user/ACARAeduau) as they are released.

When published on the Australian Curriculum website later in the year, the vignettes will offer leadership
teams an understanding of how different schools manage implementation of the Australian Curriculum
and ideally will assist schools to make decisions at a local level.

MONITORING

In 2014, as a part of agreed monitoring and evaluation processes, ACARA has been gathering information
about the effectiveness of the Australian Curriculum and identifying ways in which the curriculum may be
improved over time. The ‘Monitoring and evaluation of the Australian Curriculum’ paper describes
processes for systematically collecting feedback, analysing data on the effectiveness of the Australian
Curriculum and reporting these findings to the ACARA Board in the second half of each year. The ACARA
Board will determine if any findings require further evaluation and change. These processes will involve
partnerships with state and territory curriculum and school authorities where subject data gathering is
required.

Please pass our newsletter on to your primary colleagues. The Primary Curriculum team'’s contact details
are below and we would welcome any feedback or questions about ACARA’s work.

Primary Curriculum team members are happy to discuss these projects. Contact them directly by email:

Laraine Lucas, Primary Curriculum Lead: laraine.lucas@acara.edu.au
Jenny Avvenevole, Senior Project Officer, Early Childhood and Primary: jenny.avvenevole@acara.edu.au
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