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How does my child learn to use money?

Learning basic skills like reading, writing, spelling, adding and subtracting generally happen in a certain 
order. On the Australian Curriculum website, the National Literacy and Numeracy Learning Progressions 
show the order that most children develop these skills.

Use the National Literacy and Numeracy Learning Progressions to see where your child might be up to 
in their development of a particular skill (like learning to tell the time) and see the next typical step of 
development. 

NUMERACY 
LEARNING 

PROGRESSION

Identifies situations
that involve the 
use of money.

Counts collections of
coins and writes the

values as dollars
or as cents.

Represents different
money values in
multiple ways. 

Calculates the cost of
several items and

the change required.

Connects money to
decimal notation and uses
multiplication strategies 

to solve problems 
involving money.

Plays "shop" using 
play money

Counts the money
in their money

box.

Can give back change
in different ways for
the same amount.

Decides if they 
have enough money 
to purchase several
different items. 
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How your child
learns to
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Read more about the National Literacy and Numeracy Learning Progressions on the Australian Curriculum website.

Solves the problem of 
how much a monthly 
online subscription fee 
will cost over a year.


